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Getting to Know 
Your Students

As every learner is unique, generic revision packs are not 

always ideal. Instead, it is more effective to tailor start of year 

revision to the needs of your students. 

This period is also an opportunity to build rapport with your 

learners; a good teacher builds strong relationships with their 

students. They can do this in several ways such as:

• Engaging in structured dialogue by letting students share 

problems/reflections from school or home. You can 

provide support and focus on addressing common 

concerns among your learners. 

• Let them ask questions related to what they are learning in 

school or in terms of the world around them. 

• Consider short group projects on personal and social 

issues. You can include discussion activities or creative 

activities such as making posters, presentations or essays. 

Safar Teacher’s Guide 7 contains more ideas like this. 
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Checking in with Teenagers

• Given teenage learners are at a crucial stage in 
life, teachers may wish to help students revisit 
topics particularly important for their early teens.

• Consider the start of the year as an excellent 
opportunity to enhance students’ experiences 
and relationships with their teacher/mentor as 
well as an opportunity to broach sensitive topics.

• To help you, consider revising the following topics 
from Textbook 7 (in addition to using the 
extensive tips and advice in Safar Teacher’s 
Guide 7).
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1. Entering 
Adulthood

• For this topic, it will be useful to discuss 

various issues facing teenagers such as 

feelings involving the opposite gender, 

physical changes to their body or general 

hygiene.

• For males, see Safar Teacher’s Guide 7 

pp. 62-64 for activities and, more 

specifically, p. 63 for questions to go 

through with students.

• For females, see Safar Teacher’s Guide 7 

pp. 66-68 for activities and, more 

specifically, p. 67 for questions to go 

through with students.

• This is also an opportunity for you to 

discuss with students the knowledge they 

have learnt previously in order to develop 

themselves and how this knowledge has 

helped them in life.  
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2. Technology and Social 
Media

• Discuss the ever-increasing challenges posed by 
technology. One particular area to consider discussing is 
the apparently “perfect” lives like they see online and how 
such examples are not a reflection of reality.

• See Safar Teacher’s Guide 7 pp. 100-102 for activities 
and, more specifically, p. 101 for plenty of discussion 
questions to use in class.

• You may also use this opportunity to discuss case studies 
related to the use of technology and social media.
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Recapping Chapters Linked to 
Textbook 8

• Safar textbooks are designed to build on prior knowledge 

gained by students.

• Based on this, teachers can help students prepare for the 

more developed content in Textbook 8 by revising key 

chapters in Textbook 7 that are directly linked.

• This will be a great way to refresh previous learning, 

create eagerness for what is to come as well as ensure 

that there is a strong foundation to build upon. 
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The Life of the 
Prophet g: 
A Timeline

• Revising this chapter will help prepare 

students for History of the Muslim World: A 

Timeline.

• Recapping the sīrah will also allow 

students to appreciate the sacrifices 
undertaken by the Prophet g.

• Revising this Textbook 7 chapter will also 

enable learners to further understand the 
eras of the Rightly Guided Caliphs j and 

the various Muslim empires over the past 

several centuries who took inspiration from 
the final Messenger g.

• This Textbook 7 chapter is also linked to 

the chapter in Textbook 8 on the Shamāʾil.
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Belief in Allāhc
and the Truth of 
Islām

• Revising this chapter from Textbook 7 will 

help prepare for Belief in the Existence of 

God in Textbook 8.

• Revising this chapter will also refresh 

students’ memories on why we believe 

what we believe: that is understanding the 

key foundations of Muslim beliefs.

• Focus on how belief in God is based on 

both reason and revelation. This will 

prepare learners for the chapter in 

Textbook 8, which combines the intellectual 

and the spiritual basis for belief in God.
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Qadar: The Story 
of Mūsān and 
Khidr r

• Revising this chapter will help 

prepare students for Stories of the 
Prophets: Mūsā and Hārūnq.

• Specifically go through pp. 30-31 in 

Textbook 7.

• Allow students to reflect on key 

events from this incident in the life 
of Mūsān in anticipation for more 

important occasions and lessons 

from the lives of Mūsā and Hārūn
q.

• This can include the various 

challenges and blessings they 

faced in their lives.
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Being Muslim Today

• Revising this chapter will help prepare for Living Islām

Today in Textbook 8.

• Explore the history and role of Muslims in their 

respective societies as well as common challenges.

• Encourage discussions to allow students to understand 

their role as Muslims growing up in the West.

• Ask students to think about and discuss challenges 

and changes in the world around them since they 

covered the Textbook 7 chapter previously, and what 

new questions have occurred in their minds since 

covering the chapter. 
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Further Preparation for 
Textbook 8

Using the contents pages of Textbook 8 (provided on the previous 

slide), students can engage in a range of activities. For example:

• Based on the contents pages, ask students which topics 

interest them the most, why, and how it may relate to their 

lives. This can be a conversational activity to pique their 

interest.

• Thereafter, ask them to write down what they expect to 

learn. Students should consider questions they may have on 

these topics. These questions can be revisited once they 

cover that chapter in Textbook 8.

• The heart symbol on the contents pages indicates duʿāʾs 

students will have learnt in the Learn by Heart Series. To 

connect their learning, consider revising their duʿāʾs and get 

a head start in teaching forthcoming duʿāʾs. 
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Reflection Journals

• Reflection journals are a useful addition to the classroom. 

Students can use these introductory sessions to pen down their 

thoughts about their learning journey and goals, future 

expectations and wants and needs from your classroom.

• Writing a journal and recording thoughts on their learning serves 

as a beneficial reflective practice which can potentially aid 

learning. See the following for further details: 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1472640/

• Devise an activity as part of their induction that asks what 

students want from the classroom.

• Additionally, create a charter of the behaviours and values all 

students agree to abide by. These can be conducted as ice-

breaker activities as part of the new year.
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Teachers’ Toolbox 
and Other Resources

• Teachers should consider reading the 

following to help prepare for active learning 

in the classroom for the new academic year: 

https://resources.safarpublications.org/2019/

08/23/while-thinking-about-going-back-to-

maktab/

• For additional activity material, see the 

following for free resources: 

https://resources.safarpublications.org/categ

ory/islamic-studies/year-7/

• Also upload your own resources!
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Teacher Training 
Portal

• The Safar Teacher Training Platform also has 

lots of modules which teachers can use as a 

refresher for their own development.

• Additionally, there is content in our training 

portal which will help you start the new 

academic year in the best possible way:

• Videos on a selection of chapters from 

Textbook 7 if you do revise chapters again.

• Module covering Essential Teaching Skills

• Module on Delivering Effective Lessons 

containing advice which will help make 

your revision and start of the year sessions 

as effective as possible.
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